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Special Legislative
Session

The Special Legislative Session called by
Governor Judy Martz to address the general
fund $45 million revenue shortfall will
convene in Helena on Monday, August
5. The Martz/Ohs Administration’s
budget recommendations to
the Legislature includes
fund

shortages for tourism-

replacing general

related programs at the

Montana Historical

Society, Montana Arts

Council, Montana Fish,

Wildlife and Parks—State

Parks Division and the

Museum of the Rockies by

transferring $1.915 million

from Travel Montana’s cash reserve. These
transfers, addressed in House Bill 2 and House
Bill 8, will not impact current Travel Montana
marketing and promotion efforts. Travel
Montana will provide information on our
Intranet site at www.travelmontana.state.mt.us
to keep you on top of the legislative process.
Promotion Division Administrator Betsy
Baumgart also will distribute the Travel
Montana legislative e-mail newsletter, “News
from the Front.” Contact Travel Montana at
406-841-2873 if you would like to be

included on this e-mail distribution list.

Tax Reform Committees
The Martz/Ohs Tax Reform Advisory

Committees have been diligently working
over the past few months to review and
establish recommendations for the
Administration’s tax reform pro-

The Tax

Committee, assigned to find an

posals. Income
across-the-board 10% income
tax cut for all Montanans, has
completed its meetings and
plans to present two rec-
ommendations to

Governor Martz.

The Tax

Advisory  Committee,

Tourist

assigned to the complex

task of determining the

items and/or businesses
to tax and recommend the appropriate tax
rate, will meet again Friday, August 30,
2002 from 9 am to 4:30 pm at the
Capitol building. The Local Option
Tourist Tax Committee, which met for the
first time July 19, 2002, will gather
Tuesday, September 3, 2002 from 9 am to
4:30 pm at the Capitol building. The
public is encouraged to attend these ses-
sions. Anyone interested in learning more
about these committees can log onto

Travel

www.travelmontana.state.mt.us.

Montana’s Intranet site at

Did You Know?

¥ The July 2002 issue of Men’s Journal magazine features Montana.

& Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks have been chosen as two of the six top picks for the America’s Crown
Jewels of National Parks in the July/August issue of Endless Vacation magazine.

M The July 2002 issue of the The World and I magazine had a 10-page feature on Bannack State Park and

Virginia/Nevada City.

¥ Virginia and Nevada City were featured in the Sunday, July 21, 2002 edition of the New York Times.

M A recent issue of Time magazine dedicated a majority of the magazine to the Lewis and Clark Trail.

5 Glacier Country, Montana was featured in the August 2002 issue of Travel America magazine.
¥ Big Mountain will host the Telemark World Championships March 20-24., 2003.

We Have Moved

All divisions of the Montana Department
of Commerce are settling into their new
office at 301 South Park Avenue, Helena,
MT 59620. Travel Montana’s new main
phone line is 406-841-2870 and the new
Fax number is 406-841-2871. While all of
the staff have new direct phone lines, the
800 numbers, post office boxes and staff
e-mails have remained the same.

Group Travel 101

Interested in the group travel market, but
not sure if it is right for you? Then mark
your calendar for Monday, September 16,
2002 to hear national speaker Tom Jaffa of
Jaffa Travel & Receptive Services present his
seminar “Group Travel 101.” This free
event will take place at the Holiday Inn
Helena Downtown from I to 4:30 pm. For
those Montana NTA members traveling to
Los Angeles for the annual convention,
plan to attend a pre-caucus meeting from
IO to I1:30 am, also located at the Holiday
Inn Helena Downtown.

Jaffa, a member of the National Tour
Association (NTA) and the American Bus
Association (ABA), will bring to Helena his
diverse background as a city and state destina-
tion marketing organizer, a supplier (working
daily with lodging, attraction, transportation,
restaurant, museum, winery, destination and
other tourism industry clients), a tour opera-
tor, receptive operator and owner of a desti-
nation management company. Tom and his
wife Diane, who also works for Jaffa Travel &
Receptive Services, will be in Montana prior
to the event on a familiarization trip. Please
join us to learn more about the industry and
form partnerships with other Montana sup-
pliers. Contact Marlee Iverson at 406-
841-2895 or marlee@visitmt.com for
more details.

Travel Montana, Department of Commerce, Betsy Baumgart, Administrator
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